
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
Thank you for the support you provide to help your child learn. This is a letter in which we 
hope to clarify new expectations in mathematics for children in first grade. We are 
teaching the new Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards, which help better 
focus students’ learning for success. The PTA website has several Parents’ Guides to 
Student Success, highlighting these standards.  This letter will focus on children’s early 
encounters with addition and subtraction and how we can all help youngsters develop the 
understanding the standards now stress for first graders. I welcome any questions you 
may have.  

Children will add and subtract to solve word problems, add three whole numbers to 
solve word problems, relate counting on or back to addition and subtraction, add and 
subtract within 20 and fluently within 10, use strategies to add and subtract, 
understand the meaning of the equal sign and determine if equations are true and find 
the missing number in an addition or subtraction equation. (1.OA.1-2, 5-8). 
 
In first grade, children will continue building upon their previous experiences with addition 
and subtraction to include problem solving. Children will begin to have a fuller 
understanding of the equal sign, as well as the plus and the minus sign, and what these 
mean in both a real-life context as well as the abstract.  
 
Solving Addition and Subtraction Word Problems: 
Your child will not only understand the meaning of addition and subtraction, but will 
demonstrate that knowledge within word problems involving situations within 20. Students 
will further demonstrate this knowledge by modeling each situation with number sentences 
and drawings. Additionally, students can solve for any unknown quantity in a problem.   
 

Counters Connecting Cubes Number Lines Number Bonds:  

     
     

                              

 
        

 
Read story. Make a math drawing to solve. There were 6 hot dogs on the grill. 2 finish 
cooking and are removed. How many hot dogs remain on the grill?  

6 - ___ = ___ 
 
     There are ____hot dogs    
        remaining on the grill. 

 



Solving Addition of Three Numbers in Word Problems: 
First graders will add three numbers using a variety of strategies including modeling, 
drawing and representing the problem with a number sentence. These word problems 
will require students to add three addends with a sum of no more than 20. Additionally, 
students can solve for any unknown portion in a problem.  Students should realize they can 
add numbers in any order and be able to identify the most efficient and easiest way to 
solve the problem:  
 

Making Ten Making Doubles 
Carly brought in seven and Sophie brought in 
six cans of food.   Jennifer brought three cans 
of food. How many cans of food did the three 
girls bring in?              

                          
                       7 + 6 + 3 =  ? 
                            7 + 3 = 10 
                           10 + 6 = 16 

Mia and Deshawn each brought in four cans of 
food. Gavin brought in eight cans of food. How 
many cans of food did they all bring in for the 
food drive? 

                                               
                       4 + 8 + 4 =  ?                           
                            4 + 4 = 8 
       8 + 8 = 16 

 
Adding and Subtracting within 20: 
Students will learn “counting on” as the same process used in addition. Similarly, students 
will recognize “counting back” as subtraction.  Other strategies your child will learn are 
adding two, doubles, making ten, and decomposing a number leading to ten. 
 

Counting On 
To add the gumballs, start with 
the bigger number. Then count 

on. 
 
 

 
Start with 5.  Then count 6, 7. 

5 gumballs plus 2 gumballs 
is 7 gumballs. 

Counting Back 
To subtract the gumballs, start 
with the bigger number. Then 

count back. 
 
               
       

Start with 5. Then count 4, 3. 
5 gumballs minus 2 gumballs 

is 3 gumballs. 

Adding Two 
Once students comprehend 
adding one, next is adding two!  
When modeling, say the 
numbers in consecutive order.  
Demonstrate by creating a 
hopscotch game for students 
to physically and visually 
practice. 
 

Doubles 
Using double facts is another 
great strategy to use when 

adding numbers. 
 

Making Ten 
Learning all the combinations 
that make ten (ex., 2 + 8, 3 + 7, 
etc.). 

 

Decompose Making Ten 
Decompose one of the addends 
to make a ten from the other.  

7 + 4 = 11  
                     3 + 1 
The 4 is split into 3 and 1.  The 3 is 

combined with the 7 to make 10, 
and then the 1 is added for 11. 

1 + 1= 2           6 – 3 = 3     
3 + 3= 6          8 - 4=  4      
	  

1	  +	  9	  =	  10	   11	  -‐	  1	  =	  10	  
2	  +	  8	  =	  10	   12	  -‐	  2	  =	  10	  
	   	  



Using and Understanding Addition and Subtraction Equations: 
Students need a variety of strategies for solving addition and subtraction problems 
through 20. Students also need to be fluent with any sums or differences within 10. These 
strategies will provide students with a variety of choices when deciding the best way to 
solve problems. This standard brings together all of the previous strategies and operations 
to apply in any given addition or subtraction situation.  
 
Carly was working to solve a math problem.  She 
solved the problem by counting on, and she 
counted out loud.  Carly counted, 
“6…7…8…9…10…11…12…13.” What is a problem 
that Carly could have been solving?  Why do you 
think so? 
 

 

Austin was using a number line to solve a math 
problem.  He started at 13 and counted 
backwards.  He stopped when he got to 8.  Write 
a number sentence to show the problem that 
Austin could have been solving.                
                                     
             ________________________ 

My partner’s card says ________ 
Put that number in the bag and add 10. 
  
________ + 10 = ________ 
 
Were you correct?     J  or  L   
 
 

Look at each equation. Tell if the equation is 
true or false by circling the word. 

3 + 6 = 9 + 3 

 
            True                           False 

Determine the unknown number that makes the 
equation true in each of the equations 8 + ? = 
11, 5 = ? – 3, 6 + 6 = ? 
Materials: equation cards, various 
manipulatives and resources (e.g., number line, 
counters, 100s chart, etc.), drawing paper.  
The student will read the problem and solve.   
The student will explain the way the problem 
was solved.  

 
___ – 6 = 2 13 = 5 + ___  

7 – ___ = 4 4 + ___ = 11 

9 = ___ + 1 9 = ___ – 6 

Write the missing numbers. 
 
     8 + ___ = 12                    5 + ____= 7 
 
     3 = ____ - 7                   6 = ____ - 3 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Here are some free addition and subtraction games your child can practice at home: 
 

http://www.ixl.com/math/grade-1/complete-the-addition-sentence 
  

http://www.mathgametime.com/games/subtraction-game-minus-mission  
 

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/mathgames/catchthestars/addition/catchthestars20.htm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 1st grade, your child’s instructional time will focus on developing strategies while solving 
addition and subtraction problems, whole number relationships and understanding addition 
and subtraction equations more deeply.  All of the information learned will involve hands-on 
and abstract activities.  Mistakes will happen and they should be seen as a natural part of 
learning.  As children share their reasoning with you, help them rethink if they make a 
mistake.  

 
________________________ 

First Grade Teacher 

 

Family Practice- Parents can help their children by practicing addition and 
subtraction in everyday life.   
 

• Roll single digit numbers and add them together. 
• Roll 2-digit or 3-digit numbers and add them together. 
• Add all the digits of your house number together. 
• Make a train with Legos or colored blocks. Write a number sentence for the 

different colors in the train. 
• Add the price of two items at a store. 
• Compare gas prices to find the lowest amount. 
• Start with 20 counters (beans, pennies, etc.) and roll two dice to make a 2-

digit number. Subtract counters until you get to 0. 
• Give your student an addition or subtraction number sentence and ask them 

to make up a story problem to go with the number sentence. 
• Make a physical array with counters and record on paper using symbols. 


